The ability to secrete ABO blood group antigens into saliva and other body fluids is a dominantly inherited characteristic controlled by a single gene on chromosome 19. Patients who cannot secrete these antigens (non-secretors) are at greater risk of various bacterial and fungal infections,' of gastroduodenal disease,2 and of some autoimmune conditions, notably ankylosing spondylitis, non-insulin dependent diabetes mellitus, and Graves' disease.3'-The mechanisms underlying these associations are not understood.
Coeliac disease arises after immunological sensitisation of the small bowel to dietary gluten and is associated with certain genes of the major histocompatibility complex on chromosome 6: environmental factors are important in the development of overt disease and non-HLA associated genes probably also confer suscepti- 
